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vention; and a Commen Grie- 
vance che Parent of * CO- 
mon Good: Men rareiy think 
till they are fore d 
to ic by the Load of ſome ent 

Lon, or the Terror of al Net 
ger; but generally lay hold of any Exeuſe © 
of ſo troubleſome a Buſtneſs, till che 
eight of One, of the Dread ef che ocher, 
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[ 4 ] 
comes. to paſs, that there are few Inven- 
tions, or Regulations, of any great or gene- 
ral Uſe, which do not owe their Being and 
Inſtitution to ſome great or general Grie- 
vance; which firſt led Men to think of 
them, and without which they had never 
come into their Heads. 
IT was gut and 1 for Example, 
Twenty o, eg the 2 of 
Lad And 17 minſter to con ſide their 
* Houfes as the 834 les of News, and Them- 
ſelves as the "ap Perſons in the World to 
furniſh the Town with that Commodity. 
Yer none of them have thought:fo far till 
juſt now. that the Common Abuſe in that 
Article, is become a Common Complaint; 
and the Im poſitions they ſuffer-in it are no 
longer to Horn. Neceſſity has taught 
them to. think right, and think home; and 
led chem to the Knowledge of their true 
and oy Intereſt ;, which is, to.furniſh 
the Town with News themſelves, from the 
Stores of Intelligence in their own Hands, 
of which they have been the blind Poſ- 
ſeſſors to this Day. They are, accordingly, 
preparing to ſet up Publick Papers of = 
own: And I am very much miſtaken, if 
the Scheme they have concerted for this 


[5]: 

of the moſt uſeful and entertaining. Inſti 
tutions that have appear'd in this Age. 
oTHING was ever more flagrant than 

the Impoſitions al and Abuſes put upon them 
and the whole Town by the preſent Set of 
News-Writers ; who might have maintain d 
their Ground a Credit without Interrup- 
tion, if they had not carried Matters too 
far. 1 or the wee is contented & enough 6 to 


WAL 


F olly of all he 3 and — on 
the World with Succeſs, that they never 
know, when they are well; but by a wan- 
ton Abuſe of the Publick Indulgence, pro- 
voke People to fly in their Hgces, rip up 
their Machines, and on the Mundation of 
Common Evils to promee and eſtabliſh the 
Common Good. 

THE Methods made uſe of by the pret | 
ſent Set of News-Writers, to get Intelli- 
gence, and fill up their Papers, expoſe both 
them and their Productions to the utmoſt 
Contempt. 

Firſt : PrRSoxs are em ployed (One or 
Two for each Paper) at ſo much a Week, 
to haunt Coffee-Houſes, and thruſt them. 
ſelves into Companies where they are not 
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known ; or plant themſelves at a conveni- 
ent Diſtance, to overhear what is ſaid, in 
order to pick up Matter for the Papers. 
By this Means Gentlemen are often be- 
trayed and embarraſs d in the Management 
of their private Intereſts and Concerns. And 
by this Means too, the greateſt Falſhoods 
and the idleſt Fictions are often publiſh'd 
for Matters of Fact. For theſe Sons of 
* Mercury are often diſtinguiſh'd by Perſons 
of Diſcernment; and when they are ſo, 
ſeme rouzing Falſhood is der in their 
Hearing for a Truth; which the next Day 
comes out, upon Credible Information, to 
the great Wonder and Edifcation 1 the 
whole Town. *w 
Tur Magket-Croſs of Sherborn 3 in \ Or 
Jordſbire has fallen down twice after this 
Manner in my : And The Conde 
de las Torres, at the Siege of Gibraltar, loft 
his Boot-Heel by a Canon-Shot the fame 
Way. The Minifters have been indifpos'd, 
and died of Apoplexies, at the Time they 
were in perfect Health: And Grants have 
been made, and Honours conferr'd, which 
were never intended or ſought for. Coblers 
and  Bed-rid Old Women have inherited 
Neat es; and N and Inun- 


dation 


171 
dations done 1 = ag In Phage 
where they never happen 

Fur fame Perſons are employed to 
ſcrape Acquaintance with the Footmen and 
other Servants of the Nobility and Gentry; 
and to learn from thoſe knowing and inge- 
hious Perſons the Motions and Deſigns: of 
their Lords and Maſters, with ſuch Occur 
rences as come to the Knowledge. of thoſe 
curious and inquiſitive Gentlemen. By this 
Means Family-Sectets are often betrayed, 
and Matters ſacred to Privacy and the Fire- 
fide, made the Talk of the World. _. : ., 

Tur ſame Perſons hang and loiter about 
the Publick Offices, like Houſe-breakers, 
waiting for an Interview with ſome little 
_ or a. Conference with a Door-kee- 

in order to come at a little News, or 
an * of Tranſactions; for which the 
Fee is a Shilling, or a Pint of Wine. By 
this Means Gentlemen in Employment are 
frequently betrayed in Matters of Secrecy 
and Importance, the Publick Service hin- 
der d, and excellent Deſigns o n 
or. thwarted, by: getting Air too ſoon; 
ſuffer in the Senſe of the People by Mit 
repreſentation; not to mention the Lies 
and Abſurdities, which Clerks and Doors 
+4 0 often report for the fake of the pi- 
tiful 
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tiful Reward.” The Lords of ithe Adin. 
ralty are well aware of this; and ſeem to 
have ſearched the Matter! to the Bottdm ; 
fince I am infermid, there are Orders at 
the Admiralty- Office, that rh Fei irh 
rh Blact Wig be nevet allowid to edme 
within the Houſe; and that the Clèrks and 
Door-keepers beware of him; and never 
ſpeak of any Thing tranſacting in that Of- 
fice for the Publick Service, for fear of 
char Mortal, and his Fellows. 
Tur fame Perſons call in àt Ale-houſes 
where they are acquainred; and there from 
Carmen, Porters -vnd Common Fellows, 
piek up Matter for the Publick Attention. 
There is, indeed, no Harm in- this, with 
reſpect to Method; but here, likewiſe,-they 
are often taten in: For all Men have the 
fame Spirit and Inclination to divert them- 
ſelves with theſe Fellows, when they find 
them out. Accordingly, a famous Dealer in 
Politicks and old Shoes, near Bartlets Buil- 
dings; often puts. in for a Word to the Pub- 
lick; and makes his Brags over his Beer, that 
He has the Honour to entertain the Beſt 
Lords of the Land with his Notions. Why, 
« ſays he, there is 70 now; the Trunk- 
«' maker that was. He ſays, the Hammer 
„ craz'd his Brain. He is one of your Cal- 

W T lectors 
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ie lectors of News. The Fellow now and 
« then comes to me for a Story. I tell 
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« ”tis all in Print, as plain as the Noſe on 
« your Face, and carried all over among 
« Lords.and Gentlemen. 

Bur when it happens, that theſe wretch- 
ed Scours, after running a whole Day a- 


A 


bour Town, or neglecting Buſineſs to play 


at Cribbage in an Ale-Houfe, are not pro- 


vided with Intelligence ſufficient to re- 


commend their Zeal and Diligence to their 
Maſters, they fall to work with Invention, 
and Give, Grant and Confer, of their own 


Heads; raiſe Armies in Pera, and Hurri- 


canes. in the / eſt-Indies; make Treaties, 
and diſſolve Alliances; concert Marriages, 
and inflict Diſtempers; hang for Love, and 


drown tor Deſpair; tell of Deaths, Rob- 


beries and Revolutions, and turn the World 
up- ſide down ; and thus getting rid of the 
Buſineſs of the Day, go to Sleep with great 
Satisfaction, till the riſing Sun calls them 
again to the fame ſhining Employments. 
ANOTHER Method practis d by the preſent 
Set of Newys- Writers, to make up Deficien- 
cies, and impoſe on the Publick, is to draw 
up intaginary Accounts and Articles from a- 
122 Letters from the Hague and Advices 
6 er B 1 


him what 1 think fit: And the next Day 


6 
* 
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from Paris; with ſtrange Wonders from 
Germany and the Black Sea, and new Diſ- 
coveries of Antiquities in Ztaly. This is al- 
ways the Game when the Wind holds long 
in the Weſt: And happy is he who has the 


' molt fruitful Invention. 


A third Method taken by theſe dexterous 
Sons of Mercury, to ſupply themſelves with 
Matter, is to ſteal from One another. They 
copy every Tale that is publiſh'd to their 
Hands, good and bad, without Diſtinction; 
and the moſt bare-fac'd Lie, as well as the 
moſt pitiful Trifle, once publiſhed, has 
the Sanction of them all. But every Body 
knows this ſo well, that tis needleſs to 
dwell on it. | 

ANOTHER Artifice, often practiſed by 
the preſent Set of News-Writers, eſpecially 
in a Dearth of News, or in very rainy Wea- 
ther, is to rummage old Chronicles, Hi- 
ſtories of Antiquity, and other Pieces. re- 
cording Accidents and remarkable Occur- 
rences of Times long ſince gone, for old 
forgotten Stories; which they publiſh as 
Relations of Matters juſt happen'd, only 
changing the Scenes. Accordingly, old 
Stou has been often plundered by theſe 
Enemies to Truth and Chronology ; _ 
Lies of Geofery of Monmouth frequently 
** 


r! 
impoſed on the Town for modern Facts. 
Mr. Eachard has been robbed of many a 
notable Paragraph ; and the ſame Form of 
Words made the Record of more Dreams 
than his own. Tis not long ago, that Lu- 
ther's Table-Tatk was pillag'd by theſe Bar- 
barians; and his Tale of the Drowned Aſs 
and the Lau- Suit acted over again in De- 
vonſbire. The late Account, in the Poft- 
Boy, of a Gentleman who was robbed by 
two Foot-pads, as he was going to High- 
gate; and afterwards found his Money and 
Watch in the Pockets of the Coat, which 
one of the Rogues had exchanged with him 
for his own, is related by Sir Richard Steele 
as the Blunder of an 1r:þ Pad in Chelſea- 
Fields, and well known, under that Shape, 
to all the Story-Tellers within the Bills. 

THERE is a Sort of People about Town, 
called Deatli- Hunters; who are employed 
by the Companies of Upholders, to enquire 
up and down, and give them Notice, when 
Death knocks at the Doors of the Nobility 
and Gentry, or of other eminent and weal- 
thy Perſons, who can afford to go to their 
Graves genteely, and be interr'd à la Mode; 
to the End they may apply in Time to 
contract for embalming, furniſhing” black 
Cloaks and diſmal Faces, and other _ 
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of modern Sorrow for the Dead: And each 
Company has a Set of theſe People. Theſe 
Death-Hunters are met by the Collectors of 
. News in certain Parts of the Town; and 
for a Treat and a little Money tell them 
. what they hear: And by this Means the 
Publick is informed of the Progreſs of 
Death and Diſtemper among People of 
Condition. But how often is the Publick 
impoſed on in this Article! And the Reaſon 
is a very good One: For there is Somthing Þ 
ſo ſhocking in Fellows running about 
Town, like Fack-alls, to find out who is 
Meat for the Undertakers, as juſtly raiſes | 
every ones Indignation ; and ſtirs up all that 
know 'em to cramp and diſcourage the i 
Practice by all the Inventions and idle Sto- iſ 
ries they can throw in their Way. 
SUCH are the Arts and Methods practiſed 
by the preſent Set of News-Writers, to get 
Intelligence and fill up their Papers: And 
ſuch are the Impoſitions and Abuſes they 
put upon the Publick: Always excepting 
the Publiſhers by Authority. By their 
Means the wiſe and excellent Deſigns of 
: honeſt and able Miniſters, are frequently 
; betrayed and miſrepreſented ; and idle and 

groundleſs Jealouſies ſpread and fomented a- 
mong the People. By their Means the Trade 


and 
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and Credit of the Kingdom are often at a 
Stand. By their Means the Secrets of Fami- 
lies, and the private Intereſts and Concerns of 
particular Perſons, are often betray d and 
blown about the World. By them the 
Publick is miſlead and diſtracted, and Peo- 
ple ſent from One End of the Town to 
the other, and ſometimes to the fartheſt 
Parts of the Kingdom, upon Fools Errands. 
By them the Channels of Fftory are cor- 
rupted and poiſon'd with numberleſs Lies 
and Abſurdities; and all the laudable Ends 
and Deſigns of Publick Intelligence defeated. 
W will now. conſider the Tricks and 
Hardſhips theſe Sons of Mercury put upon 
the Coffee-Men. | 2 

FIRST. They thruſt ſuch a Number of 
Papers upon em, the Week round, that 
the Charge of them is more than the Trade 
and Profits of one half of the Coffee- Men 
will allow. This, perhaps, will be ſaid to 
be no Hardſhip, ſince the Coffee-Men are 
at their Liberty, to fake in, or turn out, as 
they think proper. But this is little leſs 
than a Miſtake: For when a News-Paper 
is firſt ſet up, if it be good for any Thing, 
the Coffee-Men are, in a Manner, obliged 
to take ii in: And a Paper once received in- 
to a Coffee-Houſe, is not eaſily thruſt out 
on again. 


[14] 
Again. The Proprietors of a New Paper 
beftow extraordinary Care and Expence to 
ſtocxk it with uſeful and authentick Mat ter, 
and provide it with every Accompliſhment 
and Advantage they can come at; to the 
End it may out- ſhine and out- do the old- 
Standers, and get a good Name and a ſure 
Footing in the World. Theſe Advantages re- 
commend it to People, who ſtill hope to find 
a good and faithful Paper at laſt; and they in- 
fiſt on its being taken in at the Coffee-Houſes 
they uſe. Accordingly in it goes (for th 

traft not be denied) and is received with 
great Reſpect and Diſtinction, as a Thing 
that will ſet us all right in the Buſineſs of 
Intelligence, and thruſt the other Papers 
out of Doors. But ( here is the Trick) no 
Tooner do the Proprietors of a new Paper 
Tee it ſafe in all or moſt of the Coffee-Houlſes 
about Town, and well ſetried in the World, 
than they ftrip it of every Advantage, which 
voſts them any Thing; and leave it to ſtand 
upon the ſole Credit of its Name, as naked 
and bare of Truth and Novelty as the Reſt. 
They no longer conſult the Favour of 
the Publick, or the Intereſt of Truth, but 
their own Gains only; knowing, that a Pa- 
per once received into a Coffee - Houſe is not 
*cafily diſmiſs'd: And that a Conp de Mai- 
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tre, once in three Months, will fupport ita 


Credit when it begins to reel, and keep it 


up againſt che World. And tis plainſy 3 


difficult and a hazardous Thing for a Cof+ 
fee-Man to leave off a Paper he has once 
taken in: For his Cuſtomers ſeeing it once in 
his Houſe, always expect to ſee it again 


(that is, ſomèe or other of em) be it good 


or bad; for as every Wit has his Match, 


ſo. every Fool has his Fellow ; and every. , 


Paper in a Coffee. Houſe has its Set of Pars 
tizans, to whoſe Humours and Underſtand. 
ings it is better ſuited than the Reſt : And 
if a Coffee-Man turns a fooliſh raſcally. Pa- 
per out of Doors, tis ten to one but ſome 
or other of his Cuſtomers follow it, and he 


ſees no more of them. The Number of 


Papers now publiſhed is therefore a Hard- 


- ſhip upon the Coffee-Men ; ſince they coſt 
molt of em en, many F:fteen, and ſame 


Twenty Pounds a Year, and upwards. Bug 
now the Myſteries of News-Writing are laid 
open, and the Impoſitions and Abuſes prac- 
tiſed by the People in that Graft are ſo mani 
feſt, tis not to be doubted but Gentlemen will 
readily concur to ſupport and encourage an 
Undertaking to reform the State of Publick 
Intelligence, and clear it of all Impoſitions 


„3 


and Abuſes; and chat none hereafter will 
ys - Ke bs be 
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be ſuch Humouriſts, or ſuch Slaves to Par. 
ty, as to encourage any particular Paper, 
which has no apparent Merit to recom- 
mend it. a 
TE Coffee-Men, however, don't pre- 
tend to direct Gentlemen in the Choice of 
Publick Papers; but refer it wholly to 
their Judgments, whether the Papers now 
exiſting ſhall live or die, after their own 
are in Being: Nor will they offer to throw 
out any Paper till it has been univerſally 
ANorHER Complaint the Coffee-Men 


have againſt the Managers of the preſent 


News-Papers, is that they are made Tools 
and Properties of in the Buſineſs of Ad- 
vertiſing. They ſtipulate for News; not 
for Advertiſements: Vet the Papers are 
ordinarily more than half full of them. 


The Daily Pot, for Example, is often e- 
quipped with Thirty; which yield Three 


Pounds Fifteen Shillings that Day to the. 
Proprietors, for the leaſt : And ' ſometimes 
that Paper has more. Well may they di- 
vide Twelve Hundred Pounds a Year and 

bpwards : They are paid on both Hands; 
paid by the Advertiſers for taking in Ad- 
vertiſements ; and paid by the Coffee-Men 


for delivering them out: Which (to _ 
„80 | | uſe 


"Tu 


uſe of a homely Compariſon ). is to have a 


good Di every Day, and be paid for 

Wore _ ere's Ne My 7 Neyęr 
Was there Ja, qrtunate a Buſineſs, 

158 55 yall, obe be pleaſed to. conſider 

are that 5 1955 the Purpoſes 

1 he {z{ers.: Who they are t at cit- 

1 5 an Advertiſement = direct it to its 

proper End: INT any Thing due on this 

Account ta the Genius 5 Dexterity of che 

1 Ga Paper? Or is it owing to 

Care or b of a 12 that an 

e Pas ch thro' Twenty Thou- 

19 8 ip 4 y.? The Anſwers here 

e Negative: And the Matter 


= on be affirmed of the Coffee: Men. 
Gi DE, -Men are the Perſons who do the 
25 


f; the Advertiſers. The. fe- 
15 2y WhO circulate Adyernie- 
me g ect them to their proper Ends. 
he Cee — — Paſs th 155 from Hand to 
„and | make them known to the whole 
own. And, the Coffee-Houlſes n ro he 
up,I-would ask wry would be 
15 LI Ou ? Whether they; 2 
he driven to cheir old Habitations, the 2 
ty-Gates, The Corners of Streets, Tavern- 
Doors and Piſſing-Poſts? And what they 
. Would be worth in ſuch Situations ? The 
C ' Coffees 
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Coffee-Men, therefore, are the only Perſons 
who deſerve to reap the Profits of 'em, 
And the Matter is fo juſt and ſo plain, 
that tis not to be doubted but Gentlemen 
would readily encourage and ſupport a 
Deſign of the Coffee-Men to ſer up Pa- 
pers of their own, were it only to do Them- 
ſelves Juſtice in this fingle Article. But 
if, by the due Execution of the Under- 
taking before them, the Coffee-Men will not 
only be put in Poſſeſſion of the Buſineſs of 
Publiſhing Advertiſements, as belonging 
properly to them; but will likewiſe be eaſ- 
ed of the heavy Charge of the preſent Pa- 
pers: And if, by the ſame Means, the 
Town will be deliver'd from the Impoſiti- 
ons and Abuſes before recited, and Publick 
Intelligence be brought to the higheſt Per- 
fection (and by the due Execution of their 
Scheme all theſe Things will be brought to 
paſs) what „ what Encouragement, 
may they not hope for from all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men. 

The Scheme is ſhewn in the followin 
Circular Lerter, which was fent to the Cos 
fee-Men of London and Weſtminſter the 
Beginning of laſt Month, E 
\ 7 Gent 2 
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one another; and the Matters contained 
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f November 6th, 1728. 
HE Aſſemblies and Meetings of your 

Brethern, the CorrEE-MxN of the 
Cities of London and eng, thy to concert 
Meaſures for Reſtraining the Impoſitions 
and Abuſes, put upon them and the Town 
in general, by the preſent Set of News- 
Writers; and for Reforming the State of 
Publick Intelligence in the Two Cities, by 
ſetting up Publick Papers of their own, 
are Things that are too well known to be 
News to any one within the Bills of Mor- 
tality. But as the particular Steps that 
have been taken towards the Accompliſh- 


ment of theſe Deſigns, are not ſo genergl- 


ly known; and it may he a Satisfaction to 
your ſelf, as well as a natural Introduction 
to the Buſineſs of this Letter, to give ſome 
Account of them, we ſhall trace this Mat- 
ter from its Beginning. | a 
TRE News-Papers of theſe Cities being 
grown, within a few Years, ſo numerous 
and chargeable, as to be an intolerable 
Burthen to many CorrRE-MxN; and moſt 
of the ſaid Papers having little of Novel- 


ty, or any other Merit, to recommend 


them, being only Copies or Extracts from 


GY in 
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in them being often Fictions and imperti- 
nent Relations, whereby the Patience and 
* Underſtandings of Gentlemen are abuſed, 
© and the proper Uſe and Deſign of ſuch 
Papers defeated; the Flagrancy of ſuch 
* Abuſes on the Town, and the Weight of 
ſuch Impoſitions on the CoprR- MN, put 
ſome among them upon Conſidering how 
* thoſe Grievances might be redreſs d: And 
to that End they invited the Coppt-MEN 
* of the two Cities to a General Meeting; 
añd propoſing the Matter to a numerous 
Aſſembly of them, rhe ſaid Aſſembly was 
pleaſed to appoitit us, the under mentio- 
ned, to conſult, for the Common Benefit, 
the propereſt Means for Reſtraining the 
ſaid Impoſitions and Abuſes, and for Re- 
* rrievitg the ill State of Publick Intelli- 
£ dert with Power to become Managers 
for the Execution of any Scheme that 
* ſhould be thought proper for thoſe Ends. 
Accordingly We, the Under- mentioned, 
ſo appointed, have had ſeveral Meetings 

to conſult on proper Remedies againſt tlie 
fald Evils and Abuſes; and had once come 
to ſeveral | Reſolutions, which we caufed 
to be printed and diſperſed into che Hands 
of a great Number of the CorrE-Mxx of 
thefe Cities, under tlie Title of Propoſals 
111 > w# ; U 
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© But ſeeing good Reaſons, upon fuller Cons 


* {ideration and Enquiry, to depart from ſe- 
veral of the ſaid Reſolutions, and to 
change the Face of the Scheme then oon- 

* certed and agreed on, We now offer to 
* your (elf, and the Reſt of our Fear 
another Plan, as the final Reſult of our 
5 Deliberation. It PRorosgp then, 


J. That Two Papers, of Half 3 2 


ry Working Day; = One in the 
Morning, the other in the Eve- 
ning, with Portions of Foreign 
and Domeſtick News. _ - © 
1 That this Undertaking! be car- 
ried on by Subſcription : And 


1 8 4. * * oo” 


CER) ns * eh | 


bh. 


fee- Men of the Two Cities only. 


8 5 


Guinea. 
IV. That the Price of a ſingle Pa- 


4 +, - 4 be. Three 'Halt- Pence. 


K — 


V. That the Profits Ariſing from 


5 this Undertaking, be equally di- 
"wy 


Sheet each, be publiſhed ON eve- 


that the Subſcribers be the Cot- | 
11. That the Subſcription be One 


J 221 


vided, from Time to Time, a. f 
mong the Subſcribers. 


VI. That every Subſcriber keep 

à Book; heroin he ſhall enter 
the Minutes of all ſuch Matters 
and Occurrences, as come to his 
Knowledge, and are proper to 
be communicated to the Publick; 
and fix up an Advertiſement in 
his Houſe, giving Notice to Gen- 
tlemen frequenting it of this Un- 
dertaking; and deſiring them to 

acquaint him with ſuch Events 
and Tranſactions, as they ſhall 

judge worthy of Publick Notice. 


VII, That Perſons be appointed 
to collect twice a Day all the 
Intelligence fo gather'd at each 
Coffee-Houſe concerned; and to 
carry it to the Compiler, to be 
"ner. and related 1 in a proper 
anner. 
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„VIII. That every Coffee - Man con- 
cerned, taking in an Advettiſe- 
ment, to be publiſhed in the ſaid 


- Papers, ſhall be allowed DIx- 
Pence for the ſame. S 


+ e's 5 
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© Such are the Near We have concert- 
ed for the Common Relief and Benefit of 
the CorrRE-MxN of theſe Ciries; and for 


Reforming the State of Publick Intelli 
gence: And ſuch are the PROPOSAES we 


recommend to your Acceptance: 80 rca- 


ſonable, we conceive, and advantageous, as 
readily to induce you's CIR and | fap- 


port them. e 
The brew ko ene bob this Grand 

Magazines of Intelligence, the Coprex> . 
Mex, by the due Execution of this Deſign, 
will be better able to furniſh the Town 


with News-Papers, than any other Per- 


ſons whatever. And 'tis not to be doubr- 
ed but Gentlemen will readily concur to 
afliſt in it; ſince by every one's communi- 


cating, in the Manner propoſed,” what 


ſhall come to his Knowledge as Matter of 
News, every” one will have Accounts of 
all remarkable Events and Occurrences at 
Home, with a Multitude of Advices from 


q n « abroad, 


1 * 
; * 2 
* 
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abroad, chat are ordinaril bed! in Pri- 
1 yate Letters; and more bud wil 

t furniſhed out for Hiſtory and Obſervati- 
I on, "than were ever known in any Nation: 
And Puhlick Intelligence, upon ſuch a 
Foundation, will be brought to the high: 
© eſt Perfection; and the Benefits accruing | 


ram it ſecupdh to the the Carrer-MEN j to 
3 hene. of moſt Right, they Bing e 
II wand be a tedious Thing 2 Pit 
810 < tioular en dhe Advantages that w | 
to gvery Perſog concerned, from ＋ * = 
«Execution: of his Deſign. A little Re, 
+. fledtion. will lead yon to many of them, 
Me. .thell.only _ this Opportunity to 
mention One, as the foremoſt of em alla 
tand Ui: is, de find, upon ſeveral Efti- 
 Expences and Proſe that if theſe 
Papers meet hut with che fame 
ncougsgfment that is given to one of 
< 00 of: che Daily Papers nom publiſn d 
An London, Shere will be ſuch a Diyidend 
iin one Tear, for more chan 309 Subſcrib- 
erg, as will rei | the Charge of 
F cheſe Papers, wich a conſiderable rr 
be Pes e che Bargain. 
ee Ie, dee, pou ye Willing to, þe- 
4. come a SUBSCRIBER, you are deſired to 
5 Pay in Cats to any ＋ 


1 
© of us, in Twelve Days after the Date of 
« this Letter; otherwiſe you will be ex- 
* cluded the Benefit of this Undertaking. 


; We e are., of 

4 85 T R, "BE : | 
Vu moſt bumble Servants, © 

James Asivzv. Kent's Coffee-houſe, Chancery-Lane. 

STEPHEN W1GGAN. Baker's Coffee-houſe, Change-Alley.' 


WILLIAM BAAITHWAITEB. Robin'sCoffee- houſe, Old- res 


Thomas Jofusox. y bc Coffee-houſe, George Ya 
CHARLES MoLins. Anderton's Coffee - houſe, Fleet — 


7 


TXraomas WiLLs. Tom's Coffee-houſe, Noodiſtreet. 
Laws. PAGE. Vill's Coffee-houſe, Lincolns- lun Back-Gate 
Georce ABINGTON. Abington' s Coffee-houſe, Holborn. 
Jon N Mo&Ris. 8 28 's Coffee-houſe, Change-Alley. 
ILLIaM FEILDER. John's A Sheer-Lane. 


TroMas Jeusox. 22 Coffee-houſe; Lombard: . | 


Ka. AQ S240 * 8% & © 


Tar foregoing circular Letter not t being 
deliver d in Time to many noted Coffee- 
Men in ſeveral Parts of the Town, the 
Managers thought fit to enlarge the Lime, 
therein mentioned, for taking in Subſcrip- 
tions, by the following TS wn in 
the Daih.- Pol. Fa 
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„lend, Coffet. Houſe, Addy, Ma 18: 1988. +Þ 
HE printed Circular: Letter of the 
-6th-Inſtant, from ' ſeveral Coffee- 
2 . in Lonulon and V. eftminſter, to their 
© Brethren; the Coffee-Men of the ſaid Ci- 


* ties, Containing PRoPosALs for ſerting up 
«HA D ? News- 
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News- Papers by Subſcriptions among 
© themſelves, in order to remove the Im- 


La 


_ © poſitions and Abuſes put upon them, and 


A 


the Town in General, by the preſent Tribe 
of News-Writers, not having been deli- 
ver'd to many of the ſaid Coffee-Men in 


* 


due Time, thro the Negligence of a Per- 


ſon employ d to do it; and the Time li- 
* mited in the ſaid Circular Letter for tak- 
ing in ſuch Subſcriptions, expiring this 
Pay, tis thought proper to enlarge the ſaid 
Time to Monday, the 25th Inſtant; to the 
End ſuch as have received the ſaid Circu- 
lar Letter out of Time, may have Leiſure 
* to conſider of the ſaid Propoſals, and none 
© hertafter have Cauſe to complain they 
< were excluded the Benefit of this Under- 
© taking for Want of timely Notice to come 
- * SUBSCRIPTIONS will therefore be taken 
in at Lloyd's Coffee-houſe, Lombard-/treet; 

Bater's Coffee-houſe, Change- Alley; Kent's 
© Coffee-houſe, Chancery-Lane; and John's 
© Coffee-houſe, Temple-Bar, till Monday the 


= 25th Inſtant ; when the ſaid-Subſcriptions 


< will be finally cloſed, and Notice given 


immediately after, for a General Meeting 
© of all the Subſcribers, in order ro come to 
<a nal Settlement of this Undertaking: 4 
N | i C- 


Wy ww 6H 1 


[22] 
' AccoRDING to the Tenor of this Adver- 
riſement, on Monday, the 25th of November, 
the Subſcriptions were cloſed zand,a Day or 
two after, Notice was given for a General 
Meeting of the Managers and Subſe#:ber's at 
Tom's Coffee-houſe inFood-ftreet, on Sutur- 
day, Nov. zoth, at Three in the Afternoon. 


All Parties being accordingly met, Mr. FEI 


DER, on the Part of the Managers, declared 


the Purpoſe of this General Meeting in che 
following Speech. I beg Mr. Fielder's Par- 
don, that, without his Leave, I mention his 


Name to the Publick on this Occaſion.” 


Gentlemen, 


c HE SuBsCR1PTtons for Carrying on 


* the Undertaking of the CöppER—- 


c Mex, to furniſh the Town with News- 


Papers, being cloſed; the Managers for the : 


Direction of this Undertaking have called 


© you together, according to the Notice 


given in cheir laſt publick Advertiſement, 
* to make you acquainted with "ſeveral 
Things, neceſſary for you to know, and 
to recommend to your” Care the Perfor- 
* mance of certain Offices, neceſſary to be 
* done, in order to ſecure the Sutceſs of 
* this Undertaking, and to ſettle it on a 

D 2 * good 
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* good and laſting Foundation. For the 
* whole Care and Conduct of it neither 
does nor can lie in the Managers, as 
« you have, undoubtedly, perceiv d by the 
*<PROPOSALS- publiſhed. in their 
Circular Letter; but fecal neceſſary and 
© indiſpenſible Duties lic upon every Sub. 
| * ſeriber, without the careful, conſtant and 
univerſal Diſcharge of which, this Under- 
taking will inevitably fail. 
; Tur Foundation. of the Whole is laid 
in the Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of Gen- 
* tlemen frequenting the Coffee - Houſes; 
* who, tis not doubted, will give all the 
* Support and Encouragement, which can 
be expected from them, to a Deſign fo well 
* formed for the general Uſe and Enter- 
« tainment. It is not doubted but we ſhall 
: hape more uſeful, more entertaining, and 
more. authentick Intelligence, as well Fo- 
rtign as Domeftuck, than is, or ever has 
been publiſhed in this or any other Nation. 
| 5 We imd, that GEN TLZMEN already have 
conceived ſo favourably of this Deſign 
that we have no Room to doubt of their 
. ace, or our own: Succeſs, if e- 
very one concerned does but carefully 


and ee perform the Part 1 
e 


* 
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© lies on Him. And the Part, the principal 
« Part, which lies on every one embarked 
< in this Undertaking, is, to guard againſt 
« falſe Intelligence ; to watch againſt Im- 
© poſitions and Abuſes by Falſhoods and 
« groundleſs Stories, with which we ſhall in- 
« fallibly beatrack'd by two ſorts of People: 
« FRS, The vain and frothy Part of the 
Town, who are little ſenſible to any Plea- 
« ſure but what ariſes from Irregularity ; and 
© take a Delight in defeating and overtur- 
ning moſt Deſigns that are grave and uſe- 
ful, it is juſtly apprehended, will attempt, 
as they have Opportunity, to render this 
Deſign abortive, by Falſhoods and Foo-— 
leries of their own inventing. Every Man 
will be ſenſible of this, who looks into 
the World: And we ſee every Day Mat- 
« ters of Weight and general Uſe, and often 
the greateſt and moſt important Deſigns, 
c. turn d into Burleſque and Ridicule, and 
© render'd of little or no Service, by the un- 
* generous, unmanly Conduct of Perſons of 
« this Turn. mob iro; rea. 

I the next Place, the Authors and: Mas 
* nagers of the News-Papers, now on Foot, 
* their Friends and Dependants, will do all 
they can to overthrow. this Deſign by;tho 


„„ 
t time Methods; and ſtudy to get what 
t Falſhoods they can, into the Books, to 
be left with every Subſcriber for the Re- 
* ception of Intelligence. MBE? 
* Tires are our principal Enemies; and 
© after this Manner tis apprehended we ſhall 
* be attack d. We ought therefore tobe upon 
* our Guard: And the moſt effetual Way to 
© diſappoint them, we conceive, will be, 
for no Subſcriber to allow the Uſe of his 
© Books but to fuch as he knows to be Per- 
© ſons of Integrity and good Meaning, and 
* upon whoſe Credit he can ſafely depend. 
* There reſort. to moſt Coffee-Houſes Per- 
© ſons of all Characters conſtantly z and be 
the Coffee-Man what he may, he knows 
_ © the Characters of Perſons conſtantly uſing 
© his Houſe. He khows, and: puts a Diffe- 
rence between the Gentlemen who are 
© grave, generous, and undeſgning, and Per- 
* ſons who are /udicrous, Danton, and Lov- 
© ers of Miſchief. It is; therefore, recom- 
mended to you by the Managers, to be very 
careful to whom you permit the Uſe of the 
Books and to allow / them to none but ſuch 
as you know, and whom you know to be 0 
ay concern d in the Papers nowpubliſh'd, 
and on whoſe Credit you can ſafely wi 
a * pend, 


1311 


© pend, For, if through Neglect in this Mat- 
< ter, we are betray d into any conſiderable 
© Errors by falſe Intelligence, we ſhall be 
branded our ſelves for the very Evils we 
complain of in others, and the Undertak- - 
ing will beexpoſed to Contempt and Ruin: 
It is neceſſary to lay before you a Re- 
* ſolution, taken by the Managers, in the 
Courſe of their, Conſultations, upon the 
Method of Receiving and Collecting In- 
« relligence. Tis this, * 


Lloyd's Coffee-houſe, Nov. 18. 1728. 


4 | Reſolved, e Pu 
6, HAT in Regard Gentlemen, who 
1 may be ready to communicate any 


© uſetu] Intelligence by the Canals of the 
< ſeveral Coffee-Houſes concern'd, will not 
care, perhaps, to do it by Pen, Ink and 
Paper; becauſe their Hand-Writings may 
thereby become known, and they may 
juſtly apprehend ill Uſes would be made of 
that Knowledge by ill-defigning Perſons ; 
* and in Regard the Uſe of Pen, Ink and 
© Paper, for this Purpoſe, will occafion 
* Waſte and Expence,. and be liable to ma- 
in Difficulties and Confuſtons; Two 
* {mall Slate or Ivory Books, with S/ate or 
* BraſsPencils, ſhall be provided at the Ex- 
7 SW © panes 
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e pence of the Managers, for the ſeveraP 
Coffee - Houſes concernd; and on the 
«. Backs of the two Books ſhall be marked, 
or written, in large Characters, the Name 
of the Coffee-Houſe to which they be- 
long: And one of them being left in the 
Morning at ſuch Coffee-Houſe, for the 
Minutes of ſuch Intelligence as ſhall hap- 
© pen to come in there, ſhall be call d 
for by the Callector in the Afternoon, who 
* ſhall then leave the other: And the Com- 
« piler, digeſting and relating the ſaid Mi- 
nutes for the Preſs, ſhall ſet down in the 
C Ma gin of his Paper, againſt each Para- 


r 
graph, the Name of the Houſe from 
© whence it comes, which he has on the 
© Back of each Book, as before. And when 
© he has done with each Book, the Minutes 
© ſhall be rubbed clean out, that it may be 
ready for the Collector at his next Re- 
© turn, to be delivered at the proper Cof- 
© fee-Houſe again. By this Means, Waſte, 
Expence and Confuſion will be avoided; 
us, x if there ſhall happen to be Occaſion 
© to enquire afterwards into the Origin of 
© -any Article of News, it will be readily 
© xraced by the Notes in the Margin of the 
{Compilers Paper. 


a : | Gentle« 


vw 4 
oo — L 4 


„* — — — .—- 
* ry o * 
9 at.” a Rates MIC q 


NA M M M M a 


der our Succeſs but the * . | 
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Gentlemen, 4 Ef 
II is likewife recommended to you to 
uſe all due Care and Application, by other 
proper Means and Opportunities, to obtain 
ell and authentic ieee for the 
Support and Credit of this Undertaking. 
Bahr are the Things which lie upon 
you, and equally upon every Perſon in the 
Management, to be obſerv'd and perform- 
ed; and when J have given you a ſumma- 
ry View of the Profits and Advantages 
with which ſuch your Care and Eradtnef 
will be attended, it is not to be doubted 
but, for your own ſakes, you will do all 


5 


and Eſtabliſhment of this Undertaking. 
Tux Profits, by way of Dividend, to all 
the Subſcribers, will, if we ſucceed, be 
very conſiderable ; and nothing can Hin- 


warning you. We intimated in our Circu- / 


lar Letter to you, that if our projected 


c 
c 
.* Overſights againſt which I have feen 
c pity 
c 
c 


Papers did but amount to the ordinary Sale 


of one or two of the Daily Papers, now 


4 


© Subſcribers, as would reimburſe them the 


H prolly in thie City, there would be ſuch a 
1 


yidend, in one Year, for more than 300 


Charge 


that is required of you for the Reputation 


„ 

Charge of theſe Papers, with a conſider- 
able Overplus into the Bargain. But as we 
can inform you, that the Number of 
Subſcribers is much ſhort of 300, and yet 
enough to enable us to carry on the Un- 
dertaking in all its Parts and Branches, 
provided every one is careful and active 
in it, ſo you may be aſſured, that on the 
ſame Foundation, there will be a far more 
conſiderable Sum to be divided: I may 
reckon it, at the leaſt, T'wenty Guineas a 
Man. But if, as there is the greateſt 
Room to believe, upon the Care and Ac- 
tivity of every one concerned, our Papers 
obtain ſuch Credit, Reputation and Uni- 
verſality, as to thruſt the Papers now 
publiſh'd, out of Doors, we leave you to 
imagine what a Dividend they will yield; 
and to judge whether it is not well worth 
all the Attention and Aſſiduity you can 
beſtow upon this Undertaking. 

* ANOTHER Advantage, which will ariſe 
to every Perſon concern'd; and, indeed, to 
all the CorFet-MeNn, who ſhall take in 
our Papers, is the greater Frequency of 
Company at their Houſes; for a Freſh 
News-Paper being publiſh'd every Morn- 
ning and Evening, the Week and the 


« Year round, every Morning and * 
— © WI 
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will Company reſort to the Coffee-Houſes 
co ſee the News. This 1s pretty evident 
from the Cuſtom of GENTLEMEN upon 


Poſt-Nights ; who reſort in greater Num- 
bers, and more frequently, to the Coffee- 


Houſes on thoſe Nights than on any other: 


And the Reaſon is, becauſe the Evening- 
Papers,now on Foot, are publiſh'd on thoſe 
Nights only. | 


Gentlemen, | 
TRE Managers are not forgetful, that 
this Undertaking wants a legal Settlement. 
They know, that Inſtruments in Law are 
neceſſary to ſecure and aſcertain every 
one's Property. But they do not think it 
adviſeable to go this Way to Work in the 
Beginning and Infancy of this Defign. 
How reaſonable, ſure and promiſing ſoe- 
ver it be, they conſider it may miſcarry; 
and, therefore, judge it more adviſeable to 
refer the getting proper Securities and E- 
ſtabliſhments in Law, cill they ſee more 
clearly how it is like to ſucceed : And 
they queſtion not but they have your 
Concurrence in this Matter. But they 
aſſure you, that as ſoon as any Succeſs 
ſhall make it neceſſary, or adviſeable, 
they will take Care to eſtabliſh the Un- 

E 2 dertaking 
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« dertaking on a legal Foundation; and 
to procure ſuch Securities for every one's 
© Property and Share in it, as ſhall be to the 
* Satisfaction of all concern'd. | 


Then was read the following Advertiſe- 
ment, to be fixed up in the Houſe of every 
Coffee-Man concern d. OT 
To the GENTLEMEN frequenting This Houſe, 
The Humble Repreſentation and Requeſt 
of The Coffee-Men of London and Welt- 

minſter. | 


Gentlemen, 8 5 
1 HE Town in general, and the Cof- 
2 fee-Men in particular, being highly 


vr aggrieved by the Authors and Managers 
1 0 the Br t 72 News-Papers; who (excep- 
© ring the Publiſhers by Authority) forſaking 
all Regards to Truth and Decency, and 
© being only intent on their own Gains, 
© thruſt numberleſs Falſhoods and Fooleries 
on the Town, and intolerable Burthens on 
the Coffee-Men, every Day; thereby miſ- 
leading and diſtracting the Publick; op- 
* prefling and diſabling the Coftee-Men; 
© and defeating all the laudable Ends and 
© Deſigns of Publick Intelligence; The 
© Coftee-Men of London and Weſtminſter, 


© ſeeing 


Lay 


. l * 
LS ” 


1 
, heing no Probability of any Remedy for 
© thoſe Evils from any other Quarter, Have 
© reſolved to attempt one themſelves, by 
© taking the Management of Publick Intel- 
© lipence into their owh Hands; and aceord- 
© ingly have concerted certain Meaſures, 
© by the due Execution whereof, a 1 
and effectual Stop will be put to the Ai 
* Evils on e\ | Hand; and public Intel- 
© ligence be brought to the higheſt Perfect- 
jon on the beſt and ſureſt Foundation. 
But the Meaſures they have concerted for 
«« thoſe Ends, being grounded on the Con- 
«© currence and Affiſtance of the GENTEE- 
« MEN frequenting their Houſes, and im- 
c practicable without them, it is cheir hutn- 
« ble Requeſt to ſuch GEnTLEMEN in gen- 
« eral, that for the Eaſe of the Co" 
© and the Common Emolument, they 
would be pleaſed to favour them w 
their Concurrence and Aſſiſtance; which 
« will be done by their Communicating, 
© from Time to Time, to the Maſters! 6f 
the Houſes they uſe, or inferring in Books, 
kept for that Purpoſe at the Bars of the 
ae Houſes, the Miinites6 all ſuch Mat- 
« ters and Occurrences as ſhall cone to 
their Knowledge, and they ſhall judge 
« worthy of Publick Notice. Oh 
+ Hs 
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0n this General Foundation, and the 
* Publick Advicesfrom abroad, they propoſe 
to publiſh Two Papers, of Half a Sheet 
© each, on every working Day; one in the 
Morning, the other in the Evening, with 
<£ Pottions of Foreign and Domeſtick News; 
and to that End have appointed Perſons to 
* collect twice a Day all the Intelligence fo 
© gather'd at each Coffee-Houſe ; and to 
carry it to able and experienc'd Compi- 
lers, to be fitted in a proper Manner for 
£ the Preſs... ... i 7 

The Publick Advantages, which will 
©. be promoted and eſtabliſhed by the due 
Execution of theſe Meaſures, will, doubt- 
leſs, induce every GENTLEMAN to lend a 
.< generous Hand to aſſiſt in it. For by this 
Means all the remarkable Events and Oc- 
* currences, throughout the Kingdom, will 
be ſpeedily and univerſally known; ſince 
© there is not an Accident happens in or a- 
© bout Town, which ſome or other of the 
© GENTLEMEN, uſing the Coffee-Houſes, 


have not Opportunities of knowing; nor 


a Town or Village in the Kingdom, from 


© whence ſome or other of the ſaid GEN- 


© TLEMEN have not Advices of every Event 
and Occurrence, The Town being the 


© Renvez-yous of Gentlemen from all 
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« Parts of GREAT BRITAIN, and the Cen- 
< ter of DoME STICK INTELLIGENCE. And 
© FoRE16N INTELLIGENCE will likewiſe, 2 
« by this Means, be vaſtly augmented and Y 
e. ee ſince there is not a Nation or ; 
Country round about us, nor any Part of 
the Trading World, from whence the 
Merchants, or other Gentlemen reſidin 
© in Town, have not often very materi 
< Advices, touching Political Tranſactions 
© and remarkable Occurrences ; which, for 
Want of ſuch a Canal, are rarely com- 
£ municated to the Publick ; but, by this 
< Means, will be publiſhed with the great- 
« eſt Facility. And the Satisfactions and 
« Advantages, which will be procured to 
« Perſons of all Ranks and Conditions, and 
the Services which, in many Caſes, will 
© be done the State and Civil Government, 
© by Intelligence ſo ſpeedy univerſal and au- 
t thentick, are as obvious as they are nu- 
* merous and conſiderable. 
© You will, therefore, be pleaſed to fa 
© your them with your Concurrence and 
* Aſſiſtance in the Carrying on ſo uſeful an 
- © Undertaking, by communicating, from # 
Time to Time, to the Keeper of this 
* Houſe, or inſerting in a Book kept fer 
© that Purpoſe at the Bar, the Minutes 4 
5 * tuc 
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